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Taku River Wildlife Conservation Project 
Student Information Packet 
June 22nd – August 5th, 2013 

 
 

Congratulations on your acceptance as a student researcher for the Round River Conservation 
Studies’ Summer 2013 Taku River Wildlife Conservation Project. What follows is information 
about the program, divided into four sections:  
 

1. Project Background – Gives an overview of the area, our local partnerships, and 
planned research efforts. 

2. Academics – Discusses academic courses, background readings, required texts, and 
transfer credits. 

3. Logistics and Pre-Program Planning – Details on your pre-departure and arrival, 
health and safety considerations, contact information, and a list of required 
equipment and supplies. 

4. During the Program – Information about getting to British Columbia, where you 
will be staying, and what to expect during the program. 

 
By participating in this program, you will be provided with a mix of academic and field experience, 
applying a conservation biology perspective to issues pertaining to the Taku River watershed and its 
inhabitants. You will operate from the very small and remote town of Atlin, British Columbia, 
though the majority of the program will be spent in the bush conducting fieldwork. You should be 
prepared for extended backcountry excursions.  
 
Formal and informal dialogues and lectures on an array of subjects will take place daily. The 
program emphasizes an experiential learning approach and will involve both group and individual 
activities. You will be working under the guidance of Round River program leaders, as well as our 
Taku River Tlingit partners. You will also have the opportunity to interact with local community 
members, and possibly senior Round River staff (if time permits). 
 
This is a demanding program and you should be prepared to work very hard, both physically and 
intellectually. But remember this is also going to be a rich, rewarding, and fun experience – it is an 
unrivaled opportunity to be involved in meaningful conservation research and receive a first-rate 
education at the same time – in a stunningly beautiful setting. Your contributions will ultimately 
feed into implemented conservation policy and management action in British Columbia.       
 
We hope that this information packet will answer the majority of the questions that you may have. 
For questions particular to what to bring and the program itself, please contact Doug or Susie.  
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Doug Milek     Susie Dain-Owens 
Director of Student Programs   Associate Director of Student Programs  
dougmilek@roundriver.org   susie@roundriver.org 
406-529-8175     206-920-3720 
       
Dennis Sizemore    Kathleen Wilson 
Executive Director    Office Manager 
sizemore@roundriver.org   kathleen@roundriver.org  
801-363-2931     801-359-4250 
 
 
 
1.  TAKU PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 
Introduction  
 
Over 95% of the Taku River Tlingit First Nation’s 10 million-acre traditional territory is wilderness. 
The Taku River, originating in BC and flowing into the Pacific in Juneau, Alaska, dominates this 
territory as the prevailing salmon producer of Southeast Alaska and the largest intact wilderness 
river system on the Pacific Coast of North America. Flowing through boreal, sub-boreal, and 
temperate rainforests, the 4.5 million-acre trans-boundary Taku River watershed connects the 
interior mountain ranges of British Columbia to the coastal ranges of Alaska. This wilderness is 
home to grizzly bears, black bears, wolves, moose, mountain goats, Stone sheep, beaver, bald 
eagles, and all five species of Pacific salmon.  
 
In addition to the Taku River, the territory of the Taku River Tlingit encompasses the Whiting River 
watershed, as well as the headwaters of the Yukon River. The richness of this land and its rivers 
provides the very foundation for Tlingit kustiyixh, or ‘way of life’. The Taku River Tlingit take their 
name, the Takhu Quan, from the Taku River itself. 
 
Over the last 12 years the Taku River Tlingit have completed an ecological assessment of their 
traditional territory, developed a comprehensive community-based land use vision, and negotiated a 
framework agreement for land use, wildlife management and shared decision making with British 
Columbia. 
 
Overview of Recent Conservation Work in the Taku 
 
In the early 1990’s, the British Columbia initiated a province-wide initiative to designate protected 
areas, and to create a series of strategic land use plans to provide certainty for all resource users 
with regard to resource access, use and conservation. There was limited participation by First 
Nations in the LRMP processes, and in the other landscape-level planning processes that followed, 
due to concerns that multi-stakeholder planning was ill-equipped to deal with aboriginal rights and 
title issues and did not afford First Nations appropriate recognition as sovereign Nations. 
Nonetheless, by the early 2000’s, provincial land use planning had been completed for the vast 
majority of British Columbia. One of the very few large and ecologically rich regions for which a 
strategic land use plan had not been completed, however, was the Atlin-Taku, the territory of the 
Taku River Tlingit First Nation. 
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During much of this period, Tlingit conservation efforts were focused not on pro-active planning, 
but in reaction to a proposed 99-mile road to access a mine in the very heart of the Taku. In 
response to a decision by the British Columbia government to approve this mine and road, the Taku 
River Tlingit Nation filed a lawsuit arguing that Tlingit interests had not been appropriately 
considered in the environmental assessment process. The Taku River Tlingit Nation challenge, 
heard in the Supreme Court of Canada, led to the landmark Taku/Haida rulings to reshape the 
nature of First Nation consultation and accommodation in Canada. As part of this ruling, the Court 
stated that further efforts were necessary to accommodate the interests of the Taku River Tlingit 
Nation, in part through the creation of a land use strategy. 
 
In 1998, the Taku River Tlingit First Nation partnered with Round River Conservation Studies to 
lay the groundwork for a comprehensive land planning process, including information gathering, 
mapping, research, and interviews with Tlingit members. The goal of the Round River’s work in the 
Taku is to achieve long-term conservation of the wildlife, to preserve the wilderness character of the 
Taku River watershed, and to promote wildlife conservation throughout the entirety of the Taku 
River Tlingit First Nation’s traditional territory.  
 
Through its association with Round River the Taku River Tlingit Nation was able to prepare 
themselves for engaging in a joint planning process by bringing together a range of quality products 
unlike any other First Nation. One of these products was the Conservation Area Design (CAD), 
which was a basic decision support tool in the land planning process, and allowed the Tlingit to 
make informed decisions about the trade off between wildlife conservation and important cultural 
areas, and areas that needed to be available for economic development. 
 
In July, 2004, the Taku River Tlingit First Nation ratified through a Joint Clan Meeting the creation 
of the T’akhu Â Tlèn Conservancy, a non-profit entity that secured charitable status from Revenue 
Canada in 2009.  The stated purpose of the Conservancy is to “ensure the traditional territory of the 
Taku River Tlingit Nation remains a landscape where the needs of the Taku River Tlingit Nation 
people are satisfied in harmony with the continued long term viability of its native plants, fish, 
wildlife and natural ecosystems.” Working in a cooperative partnership with the Taku River Tlingit 
Lands and Fisheries Departments, the Conservancy was created as a vehicle to develop, fund, and 
facilitate implementation of programs required to fulfill the intent of the First Nation’s management 
goals.  
 
Prompted by the Supreme Court of Canada ruling in the Taku case, the First Nation entered into 
exploratory discussions with the Government of British Columbia in 2005 regarding a joint land use 
and wildlife management planning process. In March 2008, the two governments signed the 
Framework Agreement for Shared Decision Making Respecting Land Use and Wildlife 
Management and government-to-government (G2G) negotiations began in earnest. 
 
On July 19, 2011, the Taku River Tlingit First Nation signed historic agreements with the British 
Columbian government establishing land protection measures and shared management 
responsibility for their ancestral lands. The Wóoshtin Wudidaa (Flowing Together) Land Use Plan 
protects more than seven million acres from commercial logging and designates over two million 
acres as First Nation Conservancy Parks. In addition, the Taku River Tlingit and provincial 
government have agreed to a joint governing process, Wóoshtin Yan Too.aat (Walking Together), 
to guide future resource-related decisions. 
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The conservation achieved through these agreements is very significant.  The Atlin-Taku Land Use 
Plan designates 98% of the 8 million acre planning area as a no commercial logging zone; over 18% 
as Special Management Areas specifically managed for wildlife and cultural values; and over 25% 
as fully protected parks. Additionally, the plan protects all major salmon bearing streams through 
the establishment of Salmon Ecosystem Management Areas. In addition, over 200 Cultural Sites 
and landscapes will have protective measures in place. Together these designations represent a 
highly contiguous area that captures high quality habitats for salmon, bear, moose, caribou, sheep 
and goats, and high percentages of important Tlingit cultural sites. 
 
Under the shared decision making arrangement, one of the first of its kind in British Columbia, the 
governments of the Taku River Tlingit and the British Columbia will coordinate their respective 
resource management decision-making within an established collaborative process. This 
arrangement provides meaningful opportunities for the Taku River Tlingit First Nation to be 
involved in implementation of the Atlin-Taku land use plan, as well as in decision-making for fish 
and wildlife, parks and protected areas, and the review of applications for proposed development 
permits and tenures. 
 
Together the land use and shared decision making agreements provide a very strong foundation for 
conservation-oriented land and natural resources management in the Taku region and represent an 
achievement of provincial, national and international significance for First Peoples.  
 
Student Field Work and On-Going Research Projects  
 
Past Round River students have assisted the Taku River Tlingit’s Fisheries department in collecting 
data from Atlin Lake and the Taku watershed, collected grizzly bear and wolf DNA through non-
invasive hair snaring, conducted amphibian studies, conducted sheep and caribou surveys, and 
conducted vegetation studies to ground-truth habitat models for species such as the woodland 
caribou. Each summer, students participate in different activities depending on the research needs 
and priorities of the Taku River Tlingit and Round River, and the resources available. Therefore, 
each program is unique in its scope and activities.  
 
This summer, students will participate in a variety of activities. It is our goal to expose students to 
as many different perspectives and aspects of conservation as possible; therefore you will have the 
opportunity to meet many people in Atlin and help with an array of projects. Because of the 
opportunistic nature of our program, you may participate in some projects with little advance notice. 
We plan that students will contribute to at least two main research projects this summer: a long-term 
alpine vegetation monitoring project and a marmot abundance, distribution and/or behavioral study. 
Please note that research plans may change! 
 
Alpine Vegetation Monitoring:  
 
The effects of climate change are becoming increasingly visible in ecosystems worldwide, but of 
particular concern are biological communities in areas of high altitude and latitude, which are 
expected to be highly sensitive to changes in climate. Research suggests that plant communities in 
these types of environments are beginning to shift along an altitudinal gradient, leading to a change 
in species composition. Mountain ecosystems are projected to warm at a rate 2 to 3 times greater 
per decade in the 21st century than they did in the 20th century, and mountains in high latitudes, such 
as those in northwestern British Columbia, show the most vulnerability. Species such as the 
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woodland caribou (Rangifer tarandus tarandus) are highly dependent on alpine vegetation 
communities, yet are expected to suffer significant habitat loss in the face of predicted climate 
change. Therefore, it is important to monitor vegetation communities within these alpine habitats so 
that conservation and management strategies can be adjusted, if required.  
 
In 2011, Round River students selected suitable mountain sites for this study, documenting species 
composition using the internationally recognized GLORIA methodology, a standardized protocol 
that was developed in Austria and is now used worldwide to monitor alpine vegetation. In 2012, 
students set up vegetation monitoring plots on each of the four selected summit sites, and buried 
temperature loggers on each summit to record soil temperature over the course of the year. Initial 
species assemblages were also recorded for each summit area.  
 
This summer, students will continue with species identification and will document species 
composition on our four summit sites, using the GLORIA methodology. Herbarium (plant) samples 
may also be pressed, dried, and mounted for reference. Study sites will be reached by vehicle and 
by foot. This scope of this project is long-term, and if our data shows that climate change is in fact 
impacting alpine vegetation negatively, it may be able to inform changes to how these ecosystems 
are managed.  
 
Hoary Marmot Study:  
 
While the Hoary marmot (Marmota caligata) is an animal with great cultural importance to the 
TRTFN, there has been very little research conducted on this animal in the region.  The only study 
available to date on the status of the hoary marmot anywhere within Tlingit territory is a report 
produced by the Klohn Crippen Berger Ltd. consulting firm in 2005 for the Adanac Moly Corp area 
as part of an Environmental Assessment Certificate application to approve a Molybdenum mining 
project.  
 
Round River students began surveying for marmots, and marmot burrows, in summer of 2011, and 
found a larger population than was expected (a total of 29 marmots). Students continued to 
document marmot distribution and abundance in summer of 2012. This summer, students will 
continue to study the marmot population east of Atlin, and may begin to monitor marmot behavior, 
and/or add new study sites to the research project. Fieldwork may include early morning and 
afternoon point counts, sign transects, and/or behavioral observations, as well as studies to 
determine preferred habitat and diet of this species. Study sites will be accessed by vehicle and foot.  
 
For more information on Round River’s involvement with the Taku River Tlingit, please visit our 
website.  
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2. ACADEMICS 
 
Course Requirements 
 
We will teach 3 courses for 9 semester credits: 
 

1. Introduction to Field Methodology 
2. Natural History of Coastal Temperate and Boreal Forests 
3. Applied Conservation Biology 

 
The program has a strong academic component yet the majority of program will be spent in the field 
collecting data. Fieldwork will be physically and intellectually demanding and will often require 
long hours exposed to the elements. Keep in mind that data resulting from your work will directly 
influence the conservation planning in this region. Students will participate in an array of on-going 
long-term group studies while also completing a focal group research paper or project, culminating 
in a written and graphic summary of the field work completed during the project period. Preparing 
this final project will require a strong sense of cooperation, task assignment, diligence, and mutual 
support.  Final grades are specified in each respective course syllabus, which are given to students 
at the start of the program. Generally, grades will be reflected by students’ performance and 
participation during discussions, written assignments, journal entries, final exams, and fieldwork. 
 
Students electing not to receive credits will be expected to participate fully in fieldwork, 
discussions, and other activities as determined by your program leaders.  
 
Required & Suggested Reading: 
 
The Joseph Grinnell field journal kit should be obtained prior to departure and brought with you 
to British Columbia.  This kit has an archival-quality journal, waterproof field notebooks and other 
field journal items.  The cost is about $50 and it can be obtained from the Evergreen Bookstore. 
Order online at http://www.tescbookstore.com/, or call 1-360-867-6212 to place your order and 
have the packet shipped to you. The Grinnell Field Journal Kit is about $45. Make sure and order 
this in advance because preparation and shipping may take time. 
 
Online documents (Taku CAD report, Vision and Management document, and the recent Land Use 
Plan) should be downloaded from our website but do not need to be printed.  We recommend that 
students skim through these documents before arrival to learn the context of our work in the area.  
You can view these documents here: http://roundriver.org/index.php/taku-river/reports-a-
publications. 
 
Other required textbooks and field guides will be available from Round River for your use during 
the program.  We will provide each student with a course reader upon arrival, which will contain 
required readings from selected periodical journals and books, and will be yours to keep.  Visiting 
instructors may require additional readings, which will be provided in Atlin.  
 
You may also wish to obtain your own natural history field guides of the area, such as those for 
birds, mammals, and vegetation.   
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We recommend:  
• Plants of Northern British Columbia, by Pojar and McKinnon 
• The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America, by David Allen Sibley.   

 
Academic Credit 
 
Round River will complete your Utah State University registration forms and send them to USU for 
you. Utah State requires a $450 application and registration fee. A check for $450, payable to 
Round River or a single check including your full tuition should be sent to Round River’s main 
office by April 23rd. Again, we will send your registration materials to USU along with your 
registration fee.  
 
After the program, you are responsible for arranging the transfer of credits. You must request 
an official transcript from the USU registrar’s office to be sent to you. Transcripts can be ordered 
on-line or by mail. Visit http://www.usu.edu/registrar/htm/records/transcripts for more information. 
 
Northland students will receive credits through Northland College and will not be registered 
at USU.  
 
Confidentiality of Student Records 
 
Round River Conservation Studies maintains files on all Round River students. These files contain 
material submitted as required for admissions, academic grades, and faculty evaluations. Students 
may have access to all information covered under the Buckley Amendment of 1974. Parents of 
dependent students also have the right of access to this information. Students wishing to review 
their file must make a written request to the Round River Admissions Office to forward a copy of 
specific information to the student. The information in your file can only be shared with a third 
party who has a “legitimate educational interest” in your record. This information will be shared 
with Round River faculty members and members of the Round River Admissions Committee. It 
will not be released to any other parties without your permission. At one or more times during the 
Round River program, you will be asked to evaluate the program and your faculty. You have the 
right to anonymity in filling out these evaluations. 
 



  8 

3. LOGISTICS AND PRE-PROGRAM PLANNING 
 
Medical Insurance 
 
Round River Conservation Studies provides no health or accident insurance. We require all 
students to have active medical insurance. Do not assume that your current policy is adequate. 
Many policies, particularly HMOs, have very limited regional coverage. Even large carriers like 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield vary in their extent of coverage. Many policies do not cover you when you 
are out of the country. For international projects, a comprehensive medical policy is best. Such a 
policy can be obtained though your family insurance agent or from a travel agent (for short term 
insurance).  
 
We also require that you acquire evacuation insurance for the duration of the program. We 
ask that you purchase evacuation insurance from International SOS (for about $105). Please visit 
their website at http://www.internationalsos.com/en/membership.htm. Here you will find an option 
for students studying abroad and can select the coverage you prefer. Having all students on this 
particular policy allows the program leaders to easily and efficiently deal with emergencies should 
they arise.  
 
Round River cannot pay for any medical care you may require out of your tuition payment.  You are 
responsible for paying for your own minor medical costs and for reimbursing Round River in the 
event of a major expense.  You should carry money separate from the rest of your funds, for 
“emergencies” such as a visit to a local clinic for a minor illness, or to fill a prescription.   
 
Medication 
 
Bring with you any personal medication that you might need, and bring enough to last the 
entire 6 weeks. If you take any prescription medicines, let the program leaders know what you are 
taking on the first day of the program; make sure all prescriptions are noted on your medical form. 
Let your leaders know where you carry or store this medication, and how to administer it. If you 
have any allergies or special conditions that might result in sudden illness (asthma, bee sting and 
penicillin allergies, diabetes, etc.) you must inform us before traveling to BC. You should also 
discuss this with the rest of your research team so that they will know how to react if you suddenly 
need your medication. Keep the medication(s) with you at all times. We recommend wearing a 
medical alert bracelet if you have one. 
 
Vaccinations and Illness Prevention 
 
The Center for Disease Control recommends a number of vaccines and preventative measures. 
Please discuss these vaccines and other disease prevention measures with your doctor. CDC 
information is available online at www.cdc.gov. See your doctor at least 6-8 weeks before you leave 
for the program to allow time for vaccines to become effective. Depending upon your personal 
medical history, other preventative treatments might be in order. Please discuss this possibility with 
your physician. Also check the CDC recommendations if you plan to travel to other areas after the 
program ends. Methods for treating water and food, as well as dealing with personal hygiene in the 
backcountry, will be discussed during orientation at the program site. 
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Travel Information 
 
A valid passport is required to enter Canada. If you have specific questions refer to the Canadian 
Embassy website at www.canadianembassy.org or the U.S. Department of State, Consular Affairs at 
www.travel.state.gov. Round River works directly with a travel agent, Vickie, who will arrange 
your transportation to and from Whitehorse, Yukon. You should arrive in Whitehorse no later 
than June 22nd. Your program leaders will arrange your initial accommodation at a hostel in 
Whitehorse (for the night of June 22nd). You will be responsible for payment of your own travel 
arrangements, as well as your lodging in Whitehorse before the program start date. 
  
Your travel dates should be as follows: 
 
Arrival – June 22nd   
Departure – August 5th  
 
Vickie will be working to get the entire group traveling on the same flights into Whitehorse. Her 
contact information is below.  
 
Vickie Lockwood 
1 (800) 926-6042 
1 (720) 215-0822 
vickie@lockwood.net 
 
There are several options for arriving in Whitehorse prior to the program start date: 
 

1. Fly directly to Whitehorse, connecting through Vancouver.  There are usually a few flights 
per day from Vancouver to Whitehorse (about a 2hr flight).  This is probably the cheapest 
and definitely the fastest way to get there. You will likely arrive in the evening.  

2. A very scenic sojourn is taking the Alaska State Ferry from Bellingham, WA to Skagway, 
AK. This takes three days, and the ferries only depart from Bellingham on certain days of 
the week. If this is an option you wish to consider, make sure you contact us in advance, as 
arrangements will need to be made to get you from Skagway to Whitehorse on June 22nd  
(most likely by bus). 

3.  Driving the Cassiar or Alaska-Canada highways through British Columbia and the Yukon is 
a beautiful way to see the province and get yourself to Whitehorse.  This may be something 
that other students are interested in and could perhaps plan together. The amount of time it 
takes to get there should be taken into consideration; it will take three to four days to get 
through BC itself.   
 

Contact Doug or Susie if you have specific questions or want to explore other options. Feel free to 
contact your fellow students and discuss how you can travel together – it’s often more enjoyable 
and safer that way. We will be providing you with other students’ contact info prior to the program.   
 
Your program leaders will meet you at the airport and drive you to the hostel, where you will spend 
the first night. These details will be determined prior to the program.  If you are planning to arrive 
in Whitehorse before the program starts, or by another means of travel, we may arrange another 
meeting place for you. You can exchange money at the Vancouver airport or withdraw cash at 
ATM’s in Whitehorse.  Travel insurance is recommended in case of delay or loss of luggage. 
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Visas 
 
If you are an American citizen, you will NOT need a visa to visit Canada. Before departure to BC, 
Round River will provide you with instructions about traveling to Canada, and procedures for 
border crossings.  Remember you are not traveling as a student to Canada (since you are not 
attending a Canadian institution); you are entering the country as a researcher and a visitor.   
 
Forms (due April 23rd) 
 
Please refer to the Document Checklist and Appendices at the end of this packet for all forms and 
due dates. All forms (including the Medical History Form and the Assumption of Risk Form 
should be filled out and returned to Round River by April 23rd.  It is essential that we are well 
informed about your current and past medical history. You will not be permitted to participate in the 
course unless these forms are completed. Your insurance information, the form signed by a doctor, 
medical history, and emergency contact telephone numbers must also be included. Please keep a 
copy of each form that you send in for your own records. 
 
Physical Conditioning 
 
It is not the policy or intent of Round River Conservation Studies to physically stress students 
merely to physically stress students. However, it is our intention to have you live in the environment 
in which you are studying, and the Taku program is the most physically demanding of Round 
River’s programs. You should have a considerable amount of self-reliance and will be responsible 
for carrying your own food, personal gear, your share of the group’s equipment, and participating in 
chores relating to the smooth running of the camp or cabin.  
 
Students will participate in at least one long backpacking trip (a total of up to 10 days). You will be 
expected to carry a backpack weighing up to 30 pounds over 30 kilometers.  You must have 
good-quality, reliable equipment (discussed below), and you must be in adequate physical 
condition. Fieldwork by its very nature is very arduous; the days are long and creature comforts 
generally lacking. Most days will be spent hiking and bushwhacking many miles over mountainous 
terrain, through dense forests, wet bogs, and rocky slopes. Physical conditioning before arrival is 
strongly advised and encouraged! An appropriate training program for this course includes hiking, 
running, and/or biking. Carry your loaded pack on a few day hikes and break in new boots to avoid 
blisters! 
 
Finances 
 
Please bring money for personal expenses during travel to and from British Columbia and during 
free times in town. Students are responsible for paying for their own incidentals, and most food 
obtained in towns. If you don’t have access to an ATM or credit card, you should bring cash (at 
least $200 Canadian) for these expenses. You can convert some money at your home bank before 
traveling to Canada, exchange it at the Vancouver Airport, or access cash from an ATM in 
Whitehorse. Credit cards are widely accepted (except American Express), and are useful in 
Whitehorse though not as much in Atlin. In addition to cash, you should also have access to 
additional funds (e.g. credit or ATM card) in case of emergencies.  
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What to Bring 
 
The following list should contain most of the necessary items for the program. Please keep extra 
items to a minimum and try to travel as light as possible! 
 
Check with your airline to see if your checked baggage will be restricted by weight or size. The gear 
you need for the program should easily fit into 2 pieces of luggage. We suggest you bring one large 
duffel bag or other piece of luggage and a second large and durable back-packing pack, suitable for 
transporting 4-7 days of clothing and equipment on your back in the field.  You should also carry-
on a day-pack (backpack). We suggest that you carry with you a change of clothes and personal 
items (e.g. toothbrush), in case your bags are delayed. Please make sure you have the general 
equipment.  Some items are suggestions, others are mandatory; please realize that your ability to 
participate in all fieldwork activities, and therefore the quality of your experience and that of 
others, will depend on the quality of your gear. You may have other needs so please do not forget 
items particular to yourself. Finally, please feel free to ask us questions about gear.
 
Field Equipment 

 Binoculars***  Day pack    Water bottles (at least 2L total)  

 Headlamp   Batteries for headlamp  Pens/pencils 
 GPS unit**   Laptop**    Mirrored compass (i.e. Silva Ranger) 

 Sunglasses   Mosquito head net!   Mosquito spray/lotion 
 Jumpdrive   Camera/film/batteries  Sno-Seal leather protector* 

 Watch   Water filter/pump** 
*Optional 

**Please only bring these if you already own them. Secure storage is available in Atlin.  Please note 
that every student does not need to bring his or her laptop – this is in fact discouraged.  
Communicate with your fellow students prior to the program to figure out who will bring laptops 
(have at least 1 lap top per 2 students).       

***Each student will need a pair of binoculars to conduct fieldwork. High quality binoculars are a 
very good investment, will not become obsolete, and can last a lifetime. Binoculars should be 7x to 
10x power. Visit Eagle Optics (www.eagleoptics.com) and B&H Photo (www.bhphoto.com). 
 
Camping Equipment 

 Tent**   Sleeping bag (to 32°F)  Sleeping pad (lightweight, i.e. Thermarest) 

 Travel pillow*  Camp bowl, cup, cutlery   Large backpack (to carry gear for 7-10 days) 
 Travel mug*   Pocket knife*    Crazy Creek type chair* 

 Camp towel  Pack cover*   Fishing pole* (strong enough for salmon!) 
*Optional  

**You may wish to contact other students and arrange sharing a tent to decrease baggage and cost. 
Either way you will need to have one! Make sure it is lightweight, durable, and waterproof.  
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Clothing & Footwear 

 Underwear   2-3 T-shirts (cotton)  2-3 T-shirts/tank tops (synthetic/wool) 

 Shorts   2-3 long-sleeve shirts  2 long-underwear tops (of varying weights) 
 Jeans   Long underwear bottoms  Quick-dry hiking pants 

 Town clothes  Fleece/primaloft jacket   Comfortable/warm pants (fleece or cotton) 
 Liner socks   Hiking socks (thick)  Sturdy hiking boots (i.e. leather)** 

 Bandana   Rain coat (lightweight)  Rain pants (lightweight) 
 Down vest*   Mittens or gloves   Warm hat 

 Baseball cap/visor  Running shoes/sneakers  Sandals (i.e. Chacos or Crocs)   
 Swimsuit*   Lightweight gaiters* (can be useful for bushwhacking)  

* Optional  
** Since you will wear your hiking boots almost every day, and will be hiking and bushwhacking 
on mountainous terrain, please make sure your boots are sturdy, comfortable, are water resistant, 
and provide ankle support.  

 
Toiletries & First Aid 

Bring a small supply of personal toiletries. All items are available in Whitehorse, and some in Atlin.  
  
 Pain reliever   Tweezers    Mole-skin (for blisters) 
 Sun block   Contact lenses/solution  Antibiotic ointment 

 Band-aids    Allergy medication  (if needed)  
 Biodegradable camp soap (i.e. Camp Suds or Dr. Bronner’s) for washing in the backcountry  

 
We will have comprehensive first aid kits at camp and in the field, but please plan on packing your 
own personal supplies.  If you wear glasses or contact lenses please bring extra contact lenses and 
an extra pair of glasses (if possible).  Many common medications can be purchased locally. 
 
Books 

 Leisure reading  Notebooks/paper   Grinnell Field Journal Kit (see above) 
 

Money and Important Documents 

 Passport   Credit card    Driver’s license/ID card 

 ATM card   Cash*    Evacuation Insurance card 
 Travel itinerary, medical insurance card 
* Please see note above under Finances. 
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4.  DURING THE PROGRAM  
 
Program Schedule 
 
Days will be devoted to lectures, discussions, field data collection, and independent projects. 
Program leaders will guide fieldwork and academic instruction. Students should keep in mind that 
rigid or hourly schedules are not part of the Taku way of life and not part of this program. We aim 
to provide you with a very diverse and unique education, where you will experience how real-world 
conservation functions while immersing yourself in a culture quite different than what you are 
probably used to back home.  
 
The restrictions accompanying rigid, pre-determined itineraries inhibit our abilities for taking 
advantage of rare, spontaneous opportunities such as accepting a spur-of-the-moment invitation to a 
community member’s home, meeting with a visiting biologist, or going out to follow-up on a bear 
sighting. Leaders will present a tentative weekly schedule but students should be prepared for 
frequent schedule changes. One recurring theme on Round River programs is that there never seem 
to be any dull moments. We hope this experience will enlighten and enhance your sense of place, 
adventure, and conservation in the North. 
 
 
June 22nd    Arrival at the airport in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. Meet instructors and 

stay at a hostel with the group. 
 
June 23rd     Drive from Whitehorse to Atlin, British Columbia (2 to 3hr drive). 

 
June 24th – 29th Settle in. Regional orientation. Safety orientation. Program 

overview and introductory lectures. Natural history hikes around Atlin and 
Atlin Lake (day and overnight trips). Begin lectures, readings, and fieldwork.  

 
June 30th – July 8th  Begin field work. Students will access field sites by vehicle and by foot.  

 
July 9th – 18th   Backpacking trip to the Nakina River along the traditional Tlingit  
   route.  Camp at a Tlingit camp in the Taku River watershed. 
 
July 19th – 20th   Off-days; recuperate from the walk and catch up on laundry, readings, and 

assignments. Day hikes optional. Instructors go to Whitehorse to resupply.   
 
July 21st – July 31st   Fieldwork, data collection, natural history hikes, lectures, discussions.  Car 

camping and back-packing trips to field sites.  
 
Aug 1st – Aug 3rd   Data entry, write-up reports, final exam, presentation in Atlin. 
 
August 4th   Clean, pack, drive to Whitehorse. Stay at hostel with the group.  

 
August 5th  Depart from Whitehorse airport.  
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Field Accommodations 
 
While in Atlin, we will be staying at a rustic cabin or house, which may have many amenities: 
running water, kitchen, toilet, shower, and/or electricity. However, we ask that students conserve 
energy and water, and not shower every day.  Laundry is available in Atlin at a Laundromat. The 
cabin will have secure storage for personal equipment. While staying here you will have access to 
the cabin at all times, but due to space limitations you may be pitching your tents in the yard to 
sleep at night. This may be a preferred option both for the quietness, privacy, and opportunity to 
observe birds and other wildlife from your tent.  
 
You will be living out of your tents while backpacking and on car-camping trips in the field.  No 
showers are available while we are in the backcountry, though you may bathe in the many streams, 
rivers, and lakes. You should be prepared to exist as you would on any backcountry excursion.  We 
will filter our water using water purification filters and pumps.  Everyone is expected to contribute 
equally to camp maintenance, cooking, cleaning, hanging food to protect from bears, pumping 
water, building fires, etc.   
 
Food 
 
Everyone will participate in cooking on a rotating basis and will share equally in all camp and house 
chores, including cleaning and water hauling. We will prepare our own meals, cooked over camping 
stoves and campfires when in the field. Food will be basic, as many items are not available in 
Whitehorse or Atlin, and fresh produce may be limited. Let us know as soon as possible if you 
have any dietary restraints, or if you are vegetarian/vegan.  It should be noted that vegans are 
hard to accommodate; please discuss this with your program leaders if it is an issue.   
 
Weather and Climate 
 
Temperatures in northwestern British Columbia in the summer can be highly variable, but for the 
most part are very pleasant. Daytime temperatures range from mid-60’s to upper 80’s and in the 
evenings drop into the low 50’s (low 40’s towards the end of August).  Bring a warm sleeping bag, 
and keep in mind that you will need to pack this with you when we are backpacking (so finding a 
balance between warmth and weight is important).  There is always a chance of rain, and even sleet 
or snow up high, even in the summer, so please bring good raingear and a warm, lightweight and 
compact jacket (i.e. primaloft).  The mosquitoes in northern British Columbia can be abundant and 
ferocious during the summer.  We will be spending the majority of our time outside; therefore it is 
required that all students have a mosquito head-net and we recommend that you bring some type of 
bug repellent and/or anti-itch cream as well, though you can also purchase this in Whitehorse and 
Atlin (see Equipment List).  
 
Communication 
 
There are pay phones in Atlin. If you wish to use these, you should purchase a calling card online 
or in Whitehorse. While in the field there will be no communication opportunities, except for the 
satellite phone in case of emergency. There is no cell phone reception in Atlin.  
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Your mailing address will be: 
 
Name 
c/o Round River  
PO Box 91 
Atlin, British Columbia VOW 1A0 
Canada 
 
You can receive mail at this address but keep in mind that incoming mail service is quite slow, and 
we will not be at this location throughout the entire program. Outgoing mail can be sent from the 
post office in Atlin or in Whitehorse. 
 
Wireless internet is available in Atlin, but the connection is slow and computer time may be very  
limited. However, you can expect to check and send a few emails a month to keep in touch with 
family and friends.   
 
Emergency Contact 
 
406-529-8175   Doug Milek (Director of Student Programs) 
206-920-3720   Susie Dain-Owens (Associate Director of Student Programs, Taku instructor) 

801-359-4250   Kathleen Wilson (Office Manager), Round River main office, Salt Lake City 
801-694-3937   Dennis Sizemore (Executive Director) (cell phone) 

 
Please note that it may require up to 48 hours or more to get in touch in certain instances. We will 
provide you with a list of these numbers prior to the program to leave with a friend and/or relative at 
home in case you need to be contacted. 
 
Illness and Injury 
 
Students are not permitted to drive Round River vehicles or operate boats due to liability issues. 
More days are lost because of illnesses than due to injuries. The majority of these illnesses are 
minor, such as colds and flu brought from home. Because being sick can ruin your experience and 
often affects the activities of the entire group, please do everything possible to prevent even a minor 
illness. Pay careful attention to personal hygiene, food preparation, and treatment of drinking water.  
 
Health and Safety 
 
Your health and safety during the project is of primary importance to Round River Conservation 
Studies. Potential hazards associated with each planned activity are considered, and every 
reasonable attempt is made to reduce risks. Your full cooperation and common sense are required to 
assure your well-being and that of the rest of the group. This project will be taking place in an 
exciting but potentially hazardous environment. All research team members must exercise mature 
and prudent behavior at all times, particularly with regard to safety issues. Equally important is your 
cooperation with rules relating to food purchasing, meal preparation, and water purification and use. 
If you become sick or injured, your resulting inactivity affects not only yourself but also the rest of 
the group. Consequently many of the risks you might be willing to take on your own must be 
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curtailed during the course. You must follow the instructions of your program leaders and carefully 
and fully. Your instructors are Wilderness First Responder certified, and are trained to manage 
risks, assess safety and emergency situations, and carry out wilderness first aid and CPR.   
 
Group Dynamics 
 
Because we will be living with a small group of people for the summer, it is important that we are 
all respectful of each other and the space each of us needs to remain happy and healthy. Your 
instructors will strive to be as approachable as possible, and will work to keep group morale high. 
Everyone will be expected to “pull their own weight,” and to contribute to the group experience.  
Individual and group check-ins will allow you to express any concerns, questions, or suggestions 
for how the group can live together more smoothly. Learning how to make compromises and get 
along with people from various backgrounds are important skills that will certainly serve you well 
in future field and job situations. Living with a small group can be challenging, but it can also be 
very rewarding, providing opportunities for you to make close friends and learn a lot about yourself.  
 
Round River Participant Policies 
 
Alcohol and Drug Use Policy: 
 
The drinking age in BC is 19 years old.  Consumption of alcohol by participants at determined 
times is allowed in responsible moderation. Staff has the right to deem what is responsible and to 
moderate participant consumption and prohibit consumption by any and all participants at any given 
time. Participants who do consume alcohol shall be solely responsible and liable for any health risk, 
behavioral and/or physical repercussions associated with his/her consumption of alcohol, per the 
“Participant Agreement, Release and Assumption of Risk #4.”  Under no circumstances is alcohol 
allowed in vehicles. Alcohol is not to be provided to participants by RRCS staff or purchased with 
RRCS funds. Any participant who becomes irresponsible in drinking, or who perpetrates upon 
another participant and/or staff will be expelled from the program and will be directly escorted to 
the point of departure. 
 
Illegal drug use will be handled on a ‘no-tolerance’ policy and involve immediate expulsion from 
the program. Parents of the participant will be notified and the participant will be directly escorted 
to the point of departure. 
 
Expulsion 
 
Student Program leaders hold the authority to expel any student at any time for behavior they feel 
harms the safety or well-being of an individual or the group, or if a participant disobeys any of the 
RRCS policies explained to them. If a participant is expelled, they will be escorted to the point of 
departure and their parents will be notified. All expenses resulting from a participant’s expulsion 
will be the burden of the participant. 
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Harassment Policy & Procedure: 
 
By definition, harassment is any unwanted attention or action prohibited by law by someone in the 
workplace that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work environment, including sexual 
harassment.  The procedure for reporting and dealing with this very sensitive issue is as follows: 
 

• If a person’s behavior makes a participant uncomfortable, the participant should feel free to 
immediately advise the person that, in the participant’s opinion, the behavior is 
inappropriate and that the participant would like it stopped. 

• If the participant is not comfortable discussing the issue with the person, or if the person 
fails to respect a participant’s request, the participant should report the incident to their 
instructors. 

• If the allegations of inappropriate behavior are against the instructor, then the participant 
should report the incident to the instructor’s supervisor, which is the Project Director and/or 
the Student Program Director. 

 
In all instances, a prompt, thorough, and fair investigation will take place, giving careful 
consideration to protect the rights and dignity of all people involved.  Round River will take those 
steps it feels necessary to resolve the problem, which may include verbal or written reprimand, 
suspension, or termination. 
 
No retaliation of any kind will occur because a participant has in good faith reported an incident of 
suspected harassment.  The supervisor, or other person to whom the complaint was made, will work 
to establish mutually agreed upon safeguards against retaliation while attempting to mediate any 
sexual harassment complaint. 
 
Sexual Misconduct Policy: 
 
Round River is committed to providing a learning environment free of all forms of abuse, assault, 
harassment, and coercive conduct, including sexual misconduct. This sexual conduct policy 
includes, but is not limited to, sexual harassment, sexual assault, or rape.  
 
Round River does not tolerate sexual misconduct in any form. Sexual behavior within the camp is 
harmful to both the learning environment and the sense of community RRCS is trying to foster 
among participants and staff.  All participants have an obligation to act responsibly in the realm of 
sexuality.  Additionally, participants have the right to challenge any sexual misconduct. 
 
Visitation 
 
Because of insurance requirements we cannot allow any outside visitors to the Round River base 
camps or to accompany any fieldwork. 
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Post-Program 
 
Following any immersion experience in a different culture, many students go through some re-entry 
“culture shock.” This is normal but should you need someone to talk to, please know that your 
fellow students, leaders, and other staff at Round River will be available for support and of course 
to re-live the great memories. We stay very busy while in the Taku, and sometimes it takes some 
time upon returning home before everything settles in and is digested. 
 
Feel free to email Doug or Susie with post-program thoughts for recruiting and marketing, as well 
as for improving future programs. Please also send us any new contact details (i.e. if you graduate 
and change emails). This will allow us to keep you posted on any news about Round River, 
including job/volunteer opportunities should they arise.  There are many ways to stay active as 
Round River alumni, and we are happy to provide a strong network. Visit our website for more 
information: http://roundriver.org/index.php/alumni. 
 
After the program, remember you must request your official transcript from USU as instructed 
above in order to receive credits (unless you are at Northland College).   
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CHECKLIST OF FORMS, INFORMATION, AND FEES  
 
Please make sure you complete all of these by the indicated due date. 
 
_____  Full tuition payment – April 23rd or as per other arrangements with Round River  
 
_____  USU  $450.00 registration fee, check payable to Round River – April 23rd or as per other 

arrangements with Round River  
 
_____  Medical History forms – April 23rd    
 
_____  Release and Assumption of Risk form – April 23rd   
 
_____  Travel Itinerary – emailed to Susie by May 30th  
 
_____  Proof of medical insurance – April 23rd    
 
_____  International SOS evacuation insurance policy card – emailed to Susie by April 23rd    
 
_____  Grinnell Journal Kit – ordered ASAP 
 
_____  Equipment and supplies listed above 
 
 
 
Send all documentation to: 
 
Attn: Kathleen Wilson  
Round River Conservation Studies 
284 West 400 North, Suite 105 
Salt Lake City, UT  84103 
 
Fax: (801) 364-1873 
 
It is essential that you return these forms by the deadline. If you cannot submit a form by the 
deadline, please contact Susie as soon as possible for an extension. You must have them 
completed in order to participate in the program.    
 
Contact Susie at: (206) 920-3720 or susie@roundriver.org. 
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APPENDIX 1: PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT, RELEASE AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK 
In consideration of the services of Round River Conservation Studies, their agents, owners, officers, 

volunteers, participants, employees, and all other persons or entities acting in any capacity on their behalf (hereinafter 
collectively referred to as "RRCS"), I hereby agree to release, indemnify, and discharge RRCS, on behalf of myself, my 
spouse, my children, my parents, my heirs, assigns, personal representative and estate as follows: 

1. I acknowledge that my participation in hiking, camping, and backpacking activities entails known and unanticipated 
risks that could result in physical or emotional injury, paralysis, death, or damage to myself, to property, or to third 
parties. I understand that such risks simply cannot be eliminated without jeopardizing the essential qualities of the 
activity. 

The risks include, among other things: the hazards of walking on uneven terrain; slips and falls; falling objects; water 
hazards; exhaustion; exposure to temperature and weather extremes which could cause hypothermia, hyperthermia (heat 
related illnesses), heat exhaustion, sunburn, dehydration; and exposure to potentially dangerous wild animals, insect 
bites, and hazardous plant life; accidents or illness can occur in remote places without medical facilities and emergency 
treatment or other services rendered; consumption of food or drink; equipment failure; improper lifting or carrying; my 
own physical condition, and the physical exertion associated with this activity.  

Furthermore, RRCS employees have difficult jobs to perform. They seek safety, but they are not infallible. 
They might be unaware of a participant's fitness or abilities. They might misjudge the weather or other environmental 
conditions. They may give incomplete warnings or instructions, and the equipment being used might malfunction. 

2. I expressly agree and promise to accept and assume all of the risks existing in this activity. My participation in this 
activity is purely voluntary, and I elect to participate in spite of the risks. 

3. I hereby voluntarily release, forever discharge, and agree to indemnify and hold harmless RRCS from any and all 
claims, demands, or causes of action, which are in any way connected with my participation in this activity or my use of 
RRCS's equipment or facilities, including any such claims which allege negligent acts or omissions of RRCS. 

4. Should RRCS or anyone acting on their behalf, be required to incur attorney's fees and costs to enforce this 
agreement, I agree to indemnify and hold them harmless for all such fees and costs. 

5. I understand that RRCS is not responsible for bodily injury or property damage that may occur as a result of the use 
of alcohol or drugs. 

6. I certify that I have adequate insurance to cover any injury or damage I may cause or suffer while participating, or 
else I agree to bear the costs of such injury or damage myself. I further certify that I am willing to assume the risk of 
any medical or physical condition I may have. 

7. In the event that I file a lawsuit against RRCS, I agree to do so solely in the state of Utah, and I further agree that the 
substantive law of that state shall apply in that action without regard to the conflict of law rules of that state. I agree that 
if any portion of this agreement is found to be void or unenforceable, the remaining portions shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

By signing this document, I acknowledge that if anyone is hurt or property is damaged during my participation 
in this activity, I may be found by a court of law to have waived my right to maintain a lawsuit against RRCS on 
the basis of any claim from which I have released them herein.  

I have had sufficient opportunity to read this entire document. I have read and understood it, and I 
agree to be bound by its terms. 

Print Name _______________________________________________  Phone Number _________________________ 
Address __________________________________________________ City __________________________________ 
State __________  Zip ______________   Email _______________________________________________ 
Signature of Participant ______________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

PARENT'S OR GUARDIAN'S ADDITIONAL INDEMNIFICATION 
(Must be completed for participants under the age of 18) 

In consideration of ______________________________________________________________________(print minor's 
name) ("Minor") being permitted by RRCS to participate in its activities and to use its equipment and facilities, I further 
agree to indemnify and hold harmless RRCS from any and all claims which are brought by, or on behalf of Minor, and 
which are in any way connected with such use or participation by Minor. 
Parent or Guardian ___________________________ Print Name __________________________ Date ____________  
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APPENDIX 2 
Round River Conservation Studies 

 
Confidential Medical History Record 

 
 

I. Instructions to Round River student and parents/guardians. 
 
A. Round River Conservation Studies student programs are often physically rigorous, and are 
conducted in remote wilderness environments in all types of weather. You may be sleeping in tents, 
open boats, or in primitive shelters. Preliminary conditioning is strongly advised. 
 
B. The information on this form is of vital importance to the success of your Round River program. 
What are often simple medical problems in urban settings can become complicated emergencies 
when a group of people is removed from the immediate care of hospitals and doctors. Medical 
conditions will not necessarily disqualify an applicant from participation, but may necessitate the 
guidance and advice of the applicant’s personal physician, or other special attention. Therefore, 
please answer all questions fully about your medical history, and consult directly with your 
physician. PHYSICIAN'S SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED. 
 
C. Round River does not carry sickness or accident insurance for students. You MAY NOT attend a 
Round River program without adequate insurance. Please make sure your insurance covers this type 
of activity and its location. You will have to pay for medical care directly in a foreign country and 
apply for reimbursement upon your return, so please make sure you have proof of insurance 
coverage with you. 
 
D. If you are currently taking, or anticipate the need for medication (prescription and/or non 
prescription) for a condition, please bring an adequate supply for the duration of the course with 
you. All medication must be clearly labeled in its original package. 
 
E. Make sure all questions are filled out fully, and attach a separate sheet of explanation if more 
room is needed. This form must be completed in its entirety, signed and returned to Round River 
before you will be allowed to participate. 
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II. Instructions to the physician: 
 
A. Please be advised that courses offered by Round River Conservation Studies take place under 
circumstances which involve physically rigorous conditions. Students may expect, among other 
challenges: 
 
1. Strenuous physical activity 
2. Heat, cold, extreme wet or dry climates 
3. Biting and stinging insects 
4. Likelihood of traveler's diarrhea 
5. Swimming 
6. Long working hours 
7. Altitude sickness 
 
B. In addition, there may be a lack of access to medical facilities due to: 
 
1. Remote study sites with difficult transportation to hospitals and doctors. 
2. Projects taking place in developing countries that have very limited medical facilities. 
 
C. Your signature on this form indicates that you have reviewed it for completeness and 
accuracy and that except as noted, you feel that this student does not have any medical risk in 
the context of a Round River student program beyond those to be expected for any individual 
of his/her age group who is in excellent health. 
 
Please complete the following form with Section II keeping A, B, and C of the instructions in mind. 
If the applicant has presently or has previously had any conditions that affect his/her risk in 
participating under these conditions, please explain it as fully as possible in the appropriate sections 
of “Medical History to be filled out by physician”. 
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Personal information to be filled out by student. All information must be provided at the time 
this form is submitted. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Name        Date of birth    Sex 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Height and weight 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Street or PO Box number    City    State   Zip Code 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Home phone number       School phone number 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Health insurance carrier      Policy number 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Address of carrier Telephone 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Person to be notified in emergency   Relationship    Phone number 
 
 
Immunizations: I have discussed the required immunizations and recommended 
immunizations for this course with my physician and I have, or will have, received them by 
the start of the project. See program course outline. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature        Date
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Medical History (to be filled out by physician) 
 
Use additional pages if necessary. Please circle any problems relating to the areas listed below and 
explain fully at the end of the section. Note if they are current or past problems. 
 
Head: eyes, ears, nose, throat (e.g. blurred vision, dizziness, seizures, headaches, sinusitis, earaches, 
strep throat, other) 
 
Heart, blood and lungs: (e.g. difficulty breathing, chest pain, asthma, bronchitis, high or low blood 
pressure, bloody sputum, diabetes, other) 
 
Stomach and bowels: (e.g. nausea, vomiting, bloody stools, hepatitis, abdominal pain, other) 
 
Genital and urinary tract: (e.g. kidney, bladder, burning and or blood in urine, hernia, menstrual 
pain, pregnancy, venereal disease, other) 
 
Neuromuscular: (e.g. bone or joint abnormalities, ligament injuries, muscle weakness, back 
problems, depression, anxieties, nervousness, other) 
 
Allergies: medications, foods, insect stings, etc.; explain the severity of the allergy and the means of 
treatment. 
 
Other: Any other unusual or persistent medical or behavioral problems. 
 
Explanation of above: 
 
 
 
 
 
Surgery and/or hospitalization within the last five years. Please explain and give dates and 
current status of problem. 
 
 
 
Prescription drugs currently being taken: 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Drug   Dosage/Frequency   Reason for treatment 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Drug   Dosage/Frequency   Reason for treatment 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Drug   Dosage/Frequency   Reason for treatment 
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If you have been counseled by a psychologist or psychiatrist within the past five years, indicate the 
nature of the treatment and whether it continues: ________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vaccinations received and dates: 
 
__________________________________ __________________________________ 

__________________________________ __________________________________ 

Health aides (please circle): glasses, contact lenses, braces, dentures, pacemaker, other: 
 
Dietary restrictions: 
 Vegetarian     Vegan   Lactose-intolerant    Other 
 
 
Does student smoke? _____  Sports in which they participate_________________________ 
 
 
I, _______________________, am the physician who has reviewed and completed this form with 
the applicant. I have read the instructions section, and endorse his/her participation in a Round 
River Conservation Studies project with my reservations noted below: 
 
Reservations: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Physician's Signature: _________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Physician's Name (please print)      Phone Number 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Physician's Address 
 
To be signed by student and/or legal guardian: 
 
I, _______________________________, certify that I have read and completed this medical form 
in direct consultation with my physician, and that to the best of my knowledge the information is 
complete and factual. If any change occurs or new information becomes available which would 
change any of our answers before the course begins we will notify Round River. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature (or of legal guardian if student is under 21 years old)   Date 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Parent legal/guardian’s name (please print) 


